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ISSN  1839-8316 
 
Cover image – ‘Canvas Town between Princess Bridge and South 

Melbourne in 1850s’ by De Gruchy and Leigh.   

Courtesy of State Library of Victoria.



 3 

From the editor 
 

Pioneers. Churches of Christ’s Victorian 

pioneers began in a tent – but there’s more to the 

story than dust and blowflies. Pioneering stems 

from a great and generous magnanimity that 

emboldens those with a glimpse of the Kingdom 

of God and allows them to put aside the small 

things which get in the way of vision.     
 

This issue of Historical Digest is all about pioneers: people who initiated 

something new, changed the way we did things or paved the way for 

others.  There are seven stories of remarkable women and seven of 

remarkable men, each of them working in a different field toward the 

Kingdom of God through the movement of Churches of Christ. 
 

But it’s not all about heroes, because none of these people worked alone.  

They were each nurtured in a local church and granted a boldness of 

heart that allowed them to move beyond their congregation to serve the 

wider church and the wider world.  So each person’s story begins with 

where they are from, which community sustained them, as they pursued 

their calling.  
 

In a church devoid of saints, perhaps these pioneers might provide some 

historical companionship and be a reminder of the diversity of faith’s 

expression in our movement.  Such pioneers might also be an inspiration 

for those who dare, with the support of their local church, to become 

new and emerging leaders.  

 

 

Kerrie Handasyde  
 

P.S. Many of the articles have appeared somewhere before and those 

without a listed author are by me. This issue was produced for Victorian 

Churches of Christ’s 160th anniversary at the Vic-Tas Summit 2013.   
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Nettie Thurgood 
From Geelong and Ballarat  

Churches of Christ  

to Catalyst for Women’s Ministry 
 

An adventurous and energetic woman, 

Antoinette (Nettie) Kensal met and married the 

Victorian Evangelist Charles L Thurgood while 

he was studying in her home state of Kentucky. 

Then, leaving friends and family, she travelled 

with him to Geelong and the Ballarat goldfields. The newlyweds worked 

side by side in establishing numerous ministries. Nettie began a Young 

Ladies’ Society where the women prayed, knitted, made clothes and 

picked flowers for the orphanage in Ballarat’s South Street, the hospital 

and the Benevolent Asylum. It was a ministry of grace and generosity.  

In 1884 she chaired the first Women’s Conference held in Australia at 

Buninyong. She hoped to see women from all over the colony involved 

in the church’s ministry.  In late 1885 she began a regular column in a 

Churches of Christ publication, Australian Christian Standard. This was 

quite an achievement: as a woman in the nineteenth century, publication 

in a man’s world was a rare opportunity… Through her writing, Nettie 

established herself as an inspiring leader, just the person needed to get 

the work underway. 
 

On 24th April 1886, at the first Sisters’ Conference at the annual Victorian 

Conference, Nettie Thurgood presided.  Nettie Thurgood travelled back 

to America in 1891, her husband having been called to ministry there.  In 

her absence Mrs Thurgood was made ‘Permanent President’. 100 years 

on, this sounds more than optimistic – but how very loved and respected 

she was! Nettie Thurgood was the leading woman of her generation and 

a great catalyst for women’s ministry.    

 

[This extract is adapted from KJ Handasyde, Privilege to Serve: A 

History of Christian Women’s Fellowship in Victorian and Tasmanian 

Churches of Christ, ACCHS: 2009.] 
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Henry Earl 
From Campbell’s Bethany College to 

transformational Preacher/Educator 
 

Henry Samuel Earl came to Melbourne as a 

visiting Evangelist in 1864-65 – the first of 

the Americans to be called.  His preaching 

skills and his establishment of Adelphian 

Classes (to educate home-grown evangelists 

and elders) transformed Churches of Christ 

in Victoria from a small inward-looking sect 

to an outward-looking movement.  
 

Earl was born in England (as were most of the members of Churches of 

Christ in Victoria at the time), but had moved with his family to America 

in his late teens.  He studied at Bethany College in West Virginia under 

Alexander Campbell, co-founder of the Churches of Christ movement.  

After a successful mission in England, Earl was called to Melbourne.  A 

man of vision, he insisted the local church hire the biggest hall in 

Melbourne.  After two Sundays he filled the hall.  The local press 

reported on his remarkable abilities –  
 

St George’s Hall was crowded last evening on the occasion of a sermon 

being preached there by Mr H.S. Earl, B.A., a gentleman announced by 

advertisement as from America.  His subject was “The Messiah” and the 

discourse was remarkable, inasmuch as the preacher addressed himself to 

his audience in a style totally different from the received modes of pulpit 

oratory, his manner and actions being those of a speaker on secular subjects, 

rather than those usually adopted when religion is the theme. (The Argus, 

8-8-1864) 
 

Earl visited most, if not all, the Churches of Christ in the colony at the 

time: Lygon Street, Swanston Street, Prahran, Doncaster, Maryborough, 

Brighton, Chesterville, Cheltenham, Beaumaris, Wedderburn and 

Dawson Street Ballarat.  And in that year membership of the young 

Churches of Christ in Victoria grew by fifty percent.  
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Mary Thompson  
From Collingwood Church of Christ to Pioneering Overseas 

Missionary 
 

At the age of 31, Miss Mary Thompson sailed for India as Churches of 

Christ’s first Australian overseas missionary.  The American, GL 

Wharton had spoken in Melbourne’s churches asking for a male worker 

to join the American mission station.  When no man offered, it was 

suggested a woman could go instead.  Miss Mary Thompson 

volunteered.  As a woman, she may have been second choice, but as a 

missionary she was first rate, serving from 1891 to 1934.   
 

Mary Thompson spent over 40 years 

teaching in the local language, speaking to 

crowds in wheat and tobacco fields and 

visiting women in their homes.  She 

travelled miles on foot or rode in a two-

wheeled vehicle pulled by an ox.  She 

cared for lepers and orphans, helped feed 

hundreds in famine times and assisted in 

training local preachers.  When the 

Americans closed the mission station she 

stayed on another 5 years – “what would 

become of my people who need me so?” 

she said. 
 

Someone who met her at the mission in Hurda, described her as a 

“genuine, warm-hearted, good-spirited, gentle and firm Christian”.  It’s 

a rather lady-like description, reflecting how we thought Christian 

women should be a century ago.  I’d like to add courageous, 

persevering, faithful, focused, self-sacrificing, strong. Our women have a 

long history of ministry and women like Mary are an inspiration. 
 

[This article by the editor first appeared in Historical Digest, August 

2012.] 
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Eddy Atkinson 

From Cumeroogunga to southern 

Australia’s first ordained 

Aboriginal Pastor 
 

Historian John Harris writes, “It is almost 

certain that the first southern Aboriginal 

person to be ordained was Eddy 

Atkinson… Eddy Atkinson was ordained 

in the Church of Christ towards the end 

of the 1920s in acknowledgement of his 

spiritual leadership at Cumeroogunga.  

He held a government license to ‘marry and bury’ Aborigines”.  

Significantly, Atkinson was paid for his later work in ministry with 

Churches of Christ at Mooroopna at a time when other Aborigines were 

designated as unpaid ‘native helper’ or ‘native missionary’ (posts which 

Atkinson also held with the Australian Inland Mission in 1925 and 1928 

respectively).   
 

After the death of his uncle Thomas James in 1922, Atkinson became 

honorary spiritual leader at Cumeroogunga.  His wife Ellen played 

organ and taught Sunday School.  Atkinson came to Churches of Christ 

through his friendship with WB Payne of Echuca and served at 

Mooroopna Church of Christ from the late 1940s until his death in 1952.  

Eddy Atkinson’s pioneering role paved the way for other Aborigines in 

Churches of Christ.  But his significance extends far beyond our 

movement.  Taking another perspective, within the Atkinson family, 

Eddy was one of a number of faithful pioneering Christians and leaders 

and, as we honour Eddy, we honour them all. 
 

[Sources: John Harris, One Blood: 200 Years of Aboriginal Encounter 

with Christianity, 1990; Isobel White, ‘Atkinson, Edwin (1888-1952)’ 

Australian Dictionary of Biography http://adb.anu.edu.au/ 

biography/atkinson-edwin-9993 accessed 3-4-2013; photo courtesy of 

Mitchell Library. State Library of NSW – PXA 773/6/29.] 
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Lady Gladys Nicholls  
From Gore Street Mission Church to Aboriginal Activist  

 

Gladys Nicholls (1906- 1981) was an 

Aboriginal leader and activist.  Marrying 

Doug Nicholls in 1942, they founded the 

Gore Street Aboriginal Church where he 

preached and she became a much loved 

Sunday School teacher.  But their reach 

was so much greater.  The year they 

married was the year Aboriginal leader 

William Cooper died – and, with 

Cooper’s death, Doug rose to prominence 

in leading his people and advocating for 

their rights.  Gladys supported her 

husband steadfastly and pursued her own political and social ventures, 

often in collaboration with those around her.  Gladys was the founder 

and matron of the Indigenous Girls’ Hostel in Northcote in 1956.  She 

was a co-founder of the Women’s Auxiliary of the Victorian Aborigines’ 

Advancement League in 1957.  She opened an opportunity shop and 

participated in numerous fund-raising activities to benefit Aboriginal 

people.  In the 1960s she worked for the Federal Council of Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander People.  In the 1970s she became secretary for 

the Victorian branch of the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Women’s Council.  She was the founder and coordinator of the 

Aboriginal Children’s Christmas Giving Tree and a mother of six.  Her 

extraordinary life has been recognised on the Victorian Women’s 

Honour Roll and in the form of a statue in the Parliament Gardens, 

Spring Street, Melbourne. 

 

[Source: Patricia Grimshaw, ‘An Urban Aboriginal Leader in Post-war 

Victoria’  http://www.womenaustralia.info/leaders/fff/pdfs/nicholls.pdf 
accessed 2-4-2013.] 
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Will Clay MBE 

From Churches of Christ Mission Song-leader to 

transformational leader of Social 

Service and Aged Care  
 

In 1946 William Henry Clay became 

aware of an invalid with a wife and child 

living in a “shack unfit for human 

habitation” so he organised to build them 

a house in a day – and not just any day, 

the shortest day of the year – and he brought 

a news photographer. Undoubtedly Clay 

knew how to use publicity, but the project 

was typical of his can-do attitude and his 

vision of the church as a “society of 

friends with the strong helping and 

befriending the weak”.   
 

Will Clay was born in Birmingham, 

England in 1875 and came to Australia as a child.  He grew up as a 

Baptist and joined Churches of Christ later in life.  Thomas Hagger, 

Victorian Home Missioner, encouraged him to use his singing talents 

and so Clay became an Evangelist in his late 30s, “serving the Victorian 

Home Mission Committee of Churches of Christ as a song-leader in 

evangelistic mission work”.  He went on to be minister at South 

Melbourne, Chelsea and Ormond Churches of Christ, before being 

appointed Secretary and Superintendant of Churches of Christ 

Department of Social Service in 1926 (and Director from 1950, at age 75).  

This department was largely concerned with Temperance (anti-alcohol) 

campaigning when it began, but Clay led it to develop aged care 

facilities: the Christian Guest Home at Oakleigh, and the Emmaus Rest 

Home and Will H Clay Nursing Home at Murrumbeena.  He aided the 

development of hospital and gaol chaplaincies, and served as chaplain at 

Pentridge Prison.  During WWII he stood beside a number of Churches 

of Christ men who were brought to court for their pacifist beliefs. He 
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served the wider community through significant committee service. 

With WT Atkins, Social Service Department Secretary, he organised for 

10,000 parcels to be sent via the ‘Food for Britain Appeal’ after World 

War II.  He was Victorian Conference President in 1935-6.    

Clay performed a great service through his work – and changed the way 

our movement thought about Christ’s call to serve those in need.   
 

[Source: Will R Hibburt, A man who dared: A life sketch of Will H Clay, 

Austral: 1959.] 

 

William Hing  
From Queensberry Street Chinese Mission  

to pioneer Chinese Ministry Assistant 
 

William Hing is recorded in history as the 

first Chinese Ministry Assistant at the 

Churches of Christ Chinese Mission in 

Queensberry Street in the mid-1890s.   

Frank McClean started the movement’s 

first Chinese mission on 5th April 1893 and 

William Hing attended.  Ten years later 

his efforts were recognised in the Jubilee 

Pictorial History of Churches of Christ in 

Australasia –as “the valuable assistance 

which has been afforded to the movement 

by W Hing who has helped the work from 

the beginning, his labours having been 

continuous and earnest as well as very effective”.  He encouraged other 

Chinese men to join the Mission, provided translation of “Bible Reading 

and Explanation” and participated in the English speaking and writing 

classes.  Unfortunately that is all we know of William Hing.  How much 

more there must be to his story…  
 

[Source: AB Maston, Jubilee Pictorial History, Austral: 1903.] 
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Pam Bowers 
From College student to Pioneering Woman in Ministry 
 

I commenced study in 1970.  I went to College to do the two-year 

missionary course, but ended up doing the full four-year course.  You 

never know what God has in store… I was student minister at North 

Fitzroy for four years.  I played the pedal organ, taught Sunday School, 

did some preaching and some pastoral care.  To pay my way through 

College I worked part-time as a nursing assistant at the Churches of 

Christ at Murrumbeena [Aged Care].  It was a great preparation for 

hospital visitation in ministry.   
 

I graduated in 1973 with a L.Th. and a 

Dip.R.E. from the Melbourne College of 

Divinity along with the College Diploma 

and an Ordination Certificate.  Robyn 

Haskell and I were reportedly the first 

women to be trained and ordained and go 

into ministry in Australian Churches of 

Christ.  Our names are listed in the Pioneer 

Women’s Hall of Fame in Alice Springs.  

There was another woman minister, Norma 

Hall, who went from Australia to Canada 

and was ordained and had ministries in Canada before returning to have 

ministries in Victoria and South Australia.  She actually paved the way 

for future women.  
 

[The above is an edited extract from Pam Bowers, ‘A Journey in Life 

and Ministry’ in Historical Digest, August 2009.   

During her 38 years in ministry Pam Bowers served at Stawell and St 

Arnaud, as a Field Officer for the Council for Christian Education in 

Schools (CCES), Kaniva (and Serviceton), Frankston, the Bible Society, 

preached regularly at Chelsea, ministered at Cheltenham/Southern 

Community, Bambra Road, as a Chaplain Intern at the Austin 

Hospital, and Mulgrave.  She retired in 2008.] 
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Flo Haines  

From a table in the corner  

to Conference Secretary  
 

I commenced in May 1922 when the Conference 

Executive and Home Mission office was a table 

in the corner of the dining room of the Secretary, 

Mr Thomas Bagley’s home in North Carlton. 
 

I suppose I made history in a way.  A woman 

holding the position of Secretary of the general 

Conference!  I was appointed Assistant Conference Secretary in 1946, 

and later became Conference Secretary in 1953.  Under the constitution 

this meant that I was a member of the Conference Executive and also the 

Home Mission Department, as well as belonging to the very many sub-

committees linked with them.  When a move was planned to have 

somebody to look after the Properties Corporation full-time, I was asked 

in 1961 to become Secretary.   
 

The 4th World Convention [of Churches of Christ] held in Melbourne in 

1952 must rank as a special highlight.  I shared in so many of the 

detailed meetings and planning that went on beforehand.  Mr Reg Ennis 

was World President and I had acted as his secretary for more than a 

year before the Convention.  Then nearer the time, I acted as assistant to 

the Australian secretary, Mr FM Lee.  To house the Convention we took 

over the whole of the Melbourne Town Hall, main halls and offices, 

upper hall and lower hall, and I had the keys…  The whole Convention 

was something to remember – the Americans arrived on two specially 

chartered planes. 
 

I actually retired on March 15th, 1968, a little sorry in some ways that I 

had managed only 46 years and not the 50 years I had once thought I 

might have given. 
 

[Edited extracts from ‘An Interview with Flo Haines’ by Graeme 

Chapman, in the Historical Society’s Digest, March 1984.] 
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Robert Lyall 
From Swanston Street Church of Christ to 

Future-Builder for the movement 
 

Robert Lyall (1862-1943) was an astute 

businessman who could have put all his efforts 

into wealth accumulation – he was the highly 

successful Managing Director of Lyall and Sons 

Grain Merchants in North Melbourne. Or he could have supported only 

his local church – he was Swanston Street’s secretary for 50 years.  But 

Lyall did more than that.  He put his great heart and mind into building 

up the whole Churches of Christ movement.   
 

He was donor to and board member of the Victorian Home Missions 

(now M&M), Foreign Missions (now GMP), and Austral Publishing Co.  

He was also a councillor for the City of Melbourne, and a board member 

for the Melbourne Corn Exchange (Wheat Board).  But his greatest 

legacy is his catalytic work in two more areas of church governance. 
 

Firstly, without a ministry training college the movement could not 

provide evangelists to the churches.  Under Lyall’s leadership as Federal 

President in 1906-7 the plans for a federal College of the Bible which had 

been argued about for a generation, finally came to fruition.  He 

followed through by serving as chair of the College board, 1914-1943.   
 

Secondly, by 1907, when Lyall was Victorian Conference President, he 

had seen the number of Churches of Christ increase ten-fold in his 

lifetime, but many collapsed financially.  He established the Church 

Extension Committee (Prop Corp) to share the financial load of 

churches, making them viable and fruitful.  He volunteered on that 

committee for the rest of his life and until incorporation in 1941, he was 

(with other committee members) personally responsible to lenders for all 

monies borrowed to fund church buildings.  Lyall’s legendary capacity 

and commitment served the whole movement. 
 

[Source: WJ Thomson, “The Church Extension Committee”, Digest 

Sept 1977; KJ Handasyde “An Early History of Prop Corp”.]  
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Joan Pye  
From Oakleigh Church of Christ to 

Ecumenical and Conference leader  
 

A Churches of Christ delegate to the Australian 

Council of Churches general meeting in Sydney 

was unable to attend and I was asked to take her 

place.  It proved to be one of the most exciting 

weeks of my life.  As I slipped into a seat next to 

Iris Page she said to me, '‘What took you so long?'’ And indeed, that is a 

question I have often asked myself; it was as if I had come home.  I was 

at the time the Federal Conference Secretary of Churches of Christ 

having taken over from Ian Allsop, and in the couple of years I held that 

position (1987-89) I was able to get a fairly good grasp of the work of 

Churches of Christ at a national level, meeting key people in all the 

states.  It was probably because of these contacts that the Department of 

Christian Union (state and federal) invited me to be their secretary and 

asked me to be a representative of Churches of Christ to the Victorian 

Council of Churches, nominating me also for the VCC executive.  I was 

invited to be the incoming President, the first woman to lead the Council 

and, at the time of writing [2003], the only lay person.  Other members of 

Churches of Christ to have held this position are EL Williams, Neil 

Gilmore, Ian Allsop [and, currently, Ian Smith].  I was President from 

1993-1995.  
 

I’ve learnt much about other churches.  Practices, which I might have 

once criticised I now have some understanding of, and I’ve learnt more 

about Churches of Christ.  To see ourselves as others see us is to know 

ourselves better.   
 

[This is an edited extract from Joan Pye, ‘My experiences with the 

Victorian Council of Churches and the Ecumenical Movement’ 

Historical Digest, Feb 2004.  Joan Pye has attended the Churches of 

Christ at Oakleigh, Boronia, Camberwell, Hawthorn, Richmond and 

Cross-Culture (previously Swanston Street).]  
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Edwin Lyall Williams 
From Kaniva Church of Christ to leading 20th Century 

Theologian, Educator and Ecumenist 
 

 

Edwin Lyall Williams is widely 

regarded as the leading thinker in 

Churches of Christ in the 20th 

century.  A popular minister, he 

had the education and gift of 

expression to speak with depth 

and subtlety about the big issues.  

He was Principal of our national 

college from 1944 – 1973.  (Now 

known as Stirling Theological 

College, it was then called the 

College of the Bible and located in 

Glen Iris.)  And, what’s more, he 

played on the wing for the 

Hawthorn Football Club in the VFL.  Quite the all-rounder.  
 

Williams was faithful to the vision of the Stone-Campbell movement (of 

which Churches of Christ in Australia are a part).  He encouraged our 

churches to work for unity with other Christians and the restoration of 

New Testament ways in our lives and our worship services.  Leading by 

example, Williams participated in inter-church activities at all levels – 

local, state, national and the World Council of Churches.  He was often 

called ‘the apostle of unity’.  
  

Lyall Williams  and his wife Lila were great supporters of our history.  

He wrote on the topic, Lila collected archival material, and together they 

paid for a facility to house the national archives. 

 

[This is an edited extract of an article which first appeared in 

Historical Digest, August 2012.] 
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Rita Roberts 
From South Yarra Church of Christ  

to Girls’ Club pioneer 
 

Rita Roberts was ‘Auntie Rita’ to generations 

of girls and their families.  In 1937 the 

Victorian Churches of Christ Young Peoples’ 

Department started planning for junior boys’ 

and girls’ clubs – Explorers and Good 

Companions.  Rita Roberts was the only 

woman on the Young People’s committee at 

the time, so she was given the job of setting up 

the Good Companions.  Her pioneering was 

much more than just being in the right place at 

the right time – she ran Good Companions for 

over 40 years.   
 

She recalled the early days – “Most of the 

things we put into Good Companions came 

from Canadian Girls in Training… I had a 

group of girls at South Yarra, Beanie Duncan (Morgan) had a group at 

South Melbourne, and we tried out on our girls many of the suggestions 

– some worked, some didn’t.  Then letters went out to all the Sunday 

schools and … several clubs did start – Burnley, Camberwell, Lygon 

Street, Preston, West Preston and Newmarket.  By our first sports day in 

1939 we had 10 clubs. Next came our first camp … with 35 girls.  It 

rained the whole week, and Mrs Waterman, our cook, who was also 

[CWF] Conference President, had to cook outside in a lean-to. She didn’t 

have dry feet for the week…. And so the work grew and developed and 

became an integral part of our Churches.”  
 

[Source: “The Story of Good Companions: 1938-1988” by Dot Brooker.  

Photo – Rita Roberts cuts the cake at the Good Companions’ 40th 

anniversary in 1978.] 
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AB Maston 
From Ohio, Hobart & North Melbourne to 

a history of Churches of Christ publishing 
 

Aaron Burr Maston began publishing tracts - “silent 

preachers of the truth” - in 1885.  A year later he 

wrote, “I started with nothing, but now have a few 

small debts, and a good supply of tracts.”  He and 

his wife printed and distributed 2.4 million pages of 

tracts in their first year of production.  The printing 

was initially funded by the people of his local 

church and the work done for free. In a movement 

which bases itself on the Word of God, the printed 

word is vital and Maston’s contribution  immeasurable. 
 

Born in Ohio in 1853, the Evangelist Maston travelled to Tasmania in 

1884 and preached at Hobart before coming to North Melbourne in 1885.  

Realising the power of the press he set up a fund among members of his 

local church to finance the printing of tracts.  It grew beyond North 

Melbourne and became the Sower Tract Fund. Then, in 1891, he set up 

the Austral Printing and Publishing Company – Churches of Christ’s 

own press – funded again by subscribers.  It produced Churches of 

Christ’s national journal, The Australian Christian which recorded our 

movement’s events and theology each week.  It also produced books and 

commercial printing, and was an essential means of shared thought 

among the churches. 
 

In 1903 Maston produced his great work of history.  The Jubilee Pictorial 

History featured photos and stories about every church in Australia and 

New Zealand.  It was over 400 pages and cost half a week’s wages to the 

people of the time.  So why did he produce this mammoth book?  He 

recognised the significance of each person’s contribution, each 

congregation’s labours, brought together through the movement of 

Churches of Christ to further the Kingdom of God. 
 

[Source: G Pittman, Life of AB Maston, Austral: 1909] 
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More pioneers….. 
 

Mr and Mrs Fairlam from Chesterville (Southern Community) pioneered 

the first Church of Christ in Tasmania - at Northdown, then Latrobe.  

OA Carr from Missouri, USA first American evangelist in Tasmanian 

Churches of Christ (and Murrumbeena, South Melbourne and Lygon 

Street). Stephen Cheek pioneer Tasmanian evangelist established 

churches at Bream Creek, Nubeena, Impression Bay, Drummond, Kyabram, 

Newstead, Taradale, Shepparton. GB Moysey from Southern first home-

grown evangelist to Tasmania. George and Mrs Smith from Hobart 

pioneering the Church of Christ in Hobart. Denise Mundy first 

Women’s Ministry Coordinator in Tasmania. Ruth Edge first female 

Conference President for Tasmania. James W Webb from Prahran, Lygon 

Street and Homebush first Victorian Home Missions Evangelist and first 

Secretary of Victorian Conference 1866. Thomas Bagley from North 

Fitzroy pioneered the “Chapel-built-in-a-day” events. WD Little 

established churches at Horsham, Mystic Park 1893, Polkemmet 1886, 

Echuca, Minyip, Isaac Mermelstein from Poland first full-time Victorian 

evangelist. Frank McClean from Lygon Street pioneered mission among 

Melbourne’s Chinese community in 1893. Reg Ennis President at the 4th 

Churches of Christ World Convention held in Melbourne 1952. Norma 

Hall from Castlemaine pioneer woman in ordained ministry in 1973. Sir 

Douglas Nicholls from Gore Street Fitzroy minister, activist and leader of 

Aboriginal people.. Arthur PA Burdeu founder of Aborigines Uplift 

Society and on first Federal Aborigines Mission Board. VC Stafford from 

Cheltenham first director of the Federal Board of Christian Education 

1947 and Victorian Youth minister. Alfred Millis from North Fitzroy and 

WC Craigie and Charles Hardie from Lygon Street founding members of 

Church Extension Committee (Prop Corp). Allen Emmett first full-time 

manager of Properties Corporation 1967 and Brotherhood Centre. 

Lynette Leach first woman CEO of the Conference of Churches of Christ 

in Victoria and Tasmania, and first woman Field Director for Mission 

and Ministry. Phyl Davis first female Conference President for Victoria. 

William Davis from Hobart Sunday School benefactor in 1800s. Charles 

and Nettie Thurgood from Geelong introduced Christian Endeavour to 
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Churches of Christ in the 1800s. Charles G Lawson from Swanston Street 

to pioneering Sunday School teacher. RT Pittman from Malvern author of 

Sunday School material prepared by and for Churches of Christ - 

Austral Lessons. Dr WA Kemp from Box Hill  introduced Kappa Sigma Pi  

and Phi Beta Pi clubs among Churches of Christ Young Adults. Stan and 

Grace Lowe from Launceston pioneered Tas-wide youth camps. Mrs 

Manifold and Mrs Whitworth from Hobart pioneer President and 

Secretary of CWF Tasmania. Carrie Harcott from Lygon Street pioneer 

secretary of CWF Victoria. Mrs JA Davies from Swanston Street pioneered 

first United Women’s meeting in  Victoria in 1863. Ray and Gwen 

Morffew from Howrah superintendents at Bethany Boys’ Home for over 

20 years. Joseph and Mrs Pittman from Prahran benefactors and 

founders of the Armadale Rescue Home for women in 1880s. Clive R 

Burdeu from Burnley first secretary of Department of Social Service. RC 

Edwards from Hawthorn to Founder, President and Benefactor for the 

Burwood Boys’ Home and College. Mr and Mrs AE Varcoe from Surrey 

Hills to First Matron and Superintendent at the Burwood Boys’ Home. 

Sarah Meyer CWF benefactor and hospital visitor. Mrs C Gill 

fundraising 1000s of pounds towards Oakleigh Christian Guest Home 

aged care. Mrs Maggie Ward from Southern fundraiser and benefactor for 

40+ years on the women’s committee of the Social Service Department. 

Mrs W Harper Knight from Dover benefactor for the Bethany Boys’ 

Home – donating the property in 1945. Mr and Mrs Chown from North 

Fitzroy benefactors for the chapel at the College of the Bible, Glen Iris. 

HG Harward from Ballarat first Principal of College and pioneer of tent 

missions. AR Main from Drummond theologian who influenced 

generations through his work as Principal of COB from 1911–1938 and as 

Editor of The Australian Christian.  Merrill Kitchen from Doncaster first 

woman Principal of CCTC. Lillian McCallum from North Yanac and 

Winifred Ludbrook from Brighton pioneering women students at the 

College of the Bible. Merryl Blair from Hartwell  first woman lecturer at 

CCTC. TH Scambler from Hawthorn first chair of the Victorian Churches 

of Christ Committee for the Promotion of Christian Union. Harold Gross 

from Moreland Stalwart of the Office of Ecumenical Relations for 

Churches of Christ in Thailand. Our hymn writers such as TH 

Scambler, J Pittman, W Way, CG Taylor, and Shirley Ludgater. EW 
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Pittman the ‘singing evangelist’. JE Brooke prepared the lectionary 

throughout mid-20thC and first chair of Literature Department 1939. 

Mrs Zelius from Doncaster and Bairnsdale established the Bible Women’s 

Fund to support and train indigenous women in India. PA Davey 

pioneer Australian missionary to Japan/Tokyo. HM Black and WC 

Thurgood from Lygon Street pioneered Foreign Missions Committee in 

Victoria. Robert Service from Lygon Street pioneered the first Churches of 

Christ publication – the Melbourne Medley – in 1858. Wilkie Thomson 

from Malvern-Caulfield established the Australian Churches of Christ 

Historical Society in 1957,  edited the Digest for the first 20 years 

(approx. 1960-1979) and cared for the archives. Allan Orr Tasmanian 

Archivist. Ken Clinton from Bayswater first secretary of the Australian 

Churches of Christ Historical Society who also served the movement in 

so many other significant ways. 

 

 

… and now it’s your turn.  This list of pioneers is inevitably 

incomplete.  We need the combined minds and memories of 

the movement across Australia to tell the bigger story of the 

people who made a difference.   

 

The Historical Society welcomes photos and short 

biographies of the people who belong in this list.   
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Evangelisation and Social Betterment 
  

 
Churches of Christ established 
Indigenous missions at Norseman and 
Carnarvon in Western Australia in the 
1940s.  This new book from Dr Judith 
Raftery examines the historical record 
with compassion and clear-
sightedness.  Through careful research 
it investigates how the mission board 
and missionaries understood their task 
and how they gained support from 
church members across Australia in 
changing times. 
 
 

Making use of archival material never 
before analysed, this small book raises critical questions about 
mission and partnership – questions for the church in the 21st 
century. 
 
 

Evangelisation and Social Betterment   ORDER FORM 
Number of copies required at $15  each  

TOTAL (free postage in Aust.) $ 

Cheques payable to Australian Churches of Christ Historical Society   
 

Please return your form and payment to:  

ACCHS, c/- Mr H Clark, 8 Keats Road, Mooroolbark VIC. 3138 

 

YOUR NAME ………………………..…………………………….  
 

ADDRESS…………………………………………………….….…  
 

.……………………………………………………………………… 
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Singing the Faith 
  

 
“Perhaps more powerfully than any other aspect of worship and 
church life, the hymn book has formed the theology and inspired 
the faith of those singing from it.”  Singing the Faith 
 
Historian, Dr Judith Raftery, explores 
the world of mid-20th century hymns 
with real warmth and a depth of 
scholarly understanding borne of years 
of study.  Her book and study guide 
challenges us to think about what we 
sing - whatever our style of music. 
 

“sensitive, insightful, and informed … 

a vital contribution to the detailing of 

the history of Churches of Christ in 

Australia”.  Graeme Chapman, retired lecturer in Churches of 
Christ history 
 

Singing the Faith  ORDER FORM 
Book and Study Guide at $23.00     

Set of 5 Books & Study Guides at $110.00  

TOTAL (free postage in Aust.) $ 

Cheques payable to Australian Churches of Christ Historical Society   
 

Please return your form and payment to:  

ACCHS, c/- Mr H Clark, 8 Keats Road, Mooroolbark VIC. 3138 

 

YOUR NAME ………………………..…………………………….  
 

ADDRESS…………………………………………………….….…  
 

.……………………………………………………………………… 
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History News  
  

 

We note with sadness the passing of Brice Nielson in January 2013.  He 

served as faithful Secretary of the Queensland Historical Society for 30 

years.  Our condolences to his widow Gwen and the Qld committee. 
 

Congratulations to Dennis Nutt who was recently appointed NSW 

Churches of Christ’s archivist and historian. 
 

Red Cliffs Church of Christ, Vic., celebrates 90 years on 4th August with 

a 10.30am service and lunch.  Guest speaker is Paul Cameron.  On Sat 3rd 

August there will be a history afternoon and a dinner.  For more details 

contact Liz Milne (03)50247046     
 

Annerley Church of Christ, Qld., celebrates 100 years on 18th August 

with a special service.  Guest speaker is Dean Phelan. 
 

Doncaster Church of Christ, Vic., celebrates 150 years on 25th August 

with a 10am service, lunch and afternoon gathering.  Guest speaker is 

Paul Cameron.  For more details contact the church office 9848 1546 

 
 

Subscribe  to  Historical Digest 
 

 
 

 

 

Subscribe to Historical Digest and receive 4 issues per year 
 

 
Name……………………………………………………….. 
 
 

Address……………………………………………………. 
 
 …………………………………………………….. 
 
Return to ACCHS c/- Mr Laurie Prentice, PO Box 286, Chirnside Park, Vic.,  
 

3116, enclosing payment of $15 for one year’s subscription.  Or email  
 

laurieprentice@iprimus.com.au for subscriptions via direct credit. 
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Australian Churches of Christ Historical Society 

collects, preserves, makes available and educates about the heritage 

and history of the Churches of Christ in Australia.

 

Chair  

Craig Brown  

cbrown@ 

gmp.org.au 

 

 

Secretary  

Maureen Savage 

3/11 Middlesex 

Rd, Surrey Hills, 

Vic., 3127 

 

 

 

Treasurer 

Laurie Prentice 

PO Box 286, 

Chirnside Park 

Vic., 3116 

 

 

Vic-Tas EO   

Paul Cameron 

03. 9488 8800 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor/    

Vic-Tas Historian 

Kerrie Handasyde 

PO Box 462 

Bayswater,  

Vic., 3153  

history@ 

handasyde.com 

 

Book distributions 

Harvey Clark 

8 Keats Rd 

Mooroolbark 

Vic., 3138 

 

 

 

Digital archiving 

Jonathan Higbed 

0403 573 027 

 

 

 

 

 

There are currently vacancies on 

the committee for people 

interested in joining our friendly 

team.  We meet quarterly at 

Stirling Theological College. 

 

SC

SC

SC

SC

SC

SC

SC

SC


