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Drovers rope in the Rural and Outback Award  

Alice Spring’s iconic volunteer service The Drovers are the winners in the Health and 
Community Service category in the inaugural Australian Rural and Outback Awards.   

The Awards were supported by a variety of high profile companies and organisations, including 
Golden Circle which supported the Health and Community Service Award.  

Drover’s chairperson, Di Deans, accepted the award at a gala dinner and ceremony held in 
Canberra last week. 

Minister for Health Kon Vatskalis today thanked Mrs Deans on The Drovers’ achievement. 

“The Drovers are such an important part of the Alice Springs Hospital (ASH) team and I offer my 
congratulations to each and every volunteer,” Mr Vatskalis said. 

“The Drovers provide a wonderful service and work at ASH seven days a week, even Christmas 
Day! They have gone above and beyond in terms of fundraising for the hospital.” 

The 70-strong team of Drovers are ASH’s volunteer service, with members providing support, 
information and assistance to patients throughout their stay in the hospital. The Drovers expect 
to donate $44,000 to the hospital to spend on equipment for patients. 

Mrs. Deans said the equipment will benefit patient care and comfort 

“The funds are a combination of grants and the money raised at the Drovers Ball. It’s our vision 
to help ASH staff and provide the right care, in the right place, at the right time.”  

The Drovers will contribute thirteen LCD televisions to Flynn Drive Renal and $8,000 worth of 
furniture and educational material to Lactation services. 

Other wards will benefit from ice machines, DVD players and digital cameras, amongst other 
things. Aboriginal basket-weaving courses for Drovers, who will in turn work with patients in the 
Mental Health Unit as part of their occupational therapy, will also be part of the funding.  

“I’m very grateful for the generosity that the Drovers have shown in donating this money to the 
patients of ASH,” Mr Vatskalis said. 

“I couldn’t think of a more deserving organisation to be awarded a Health and Community 
Service Award. I encourage all Centralians to get involved with this wonderful work.” 

Any potential Drovers wishing to be rounded up should contact Phylis Hanna on 8951 7777 or 
Di Deans on 8952 1350.  


